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Engaging Classroom Activities for Creative
Writing

One ready-to-run activity per core skill — pick it up and use it with little to no prep.

1. Idioms — Idiom Charades
Write 8-10 idioms on chits. One student silently acts out an idiom's literal meaning; classmates guess it, then explain
its real meaning and use it in a sentence.

e.g. “Spill the beans” mimed as knocking over a jar — leads to the answer: revealed a secret.

Skill: 1diom recognition, figurative vs. literal meaning.

2. Figurative Language — Simile/Metaphor Swap
Give a plain sentence. Round 1: rewrite as a simile. Round 2: as a metaphor. Round 3: as personification. Share
favorites and discuss which felt most powerful.

e.g. “The classroom was noisy” - “as noisy as a marketplace” - “a beehive of chatter” - “buzzed and roared.”

Skill: Simile, metaphor, personification — applied, not just identified.

3. Imagery — Blindfolded Taste/Smell Test
Blindfold students one at a time. Give them something to smell or taste. They write 2—3 sentences describing it using
only sensory imagery, without naming it.

e.g. Smelling cinnamon: “A warm, sweet scent that reminds me of baking, with a slight sharp bite at the end.”

Skill: Sensory vocabulary, precise word choice.

4. Descriptive Writing — Mystery Object Bag
Place an object in an opaque bag. One student feels it and describes texture, shape, weight and temperature —
without naming it — while classmates guess.

e.g. A pinecone: “Rough and prickly outside, but hard and dry, with layers like tiny wooden petals.”

Skill: Sensory description, precise adjectives.

5. Narrative Writing — Storytelling Circle
Seat students in a circle. Start with an intriguing prompt. Going around, each student adds exactly one sentence —
no one knows where it will end up.

e.g. “It had already started raining when...” - “...Maya realized she'd left her front door unlocked.”

Skill: Plot continuity, collaborative story-building.

6. Personal Letter Writing — Letter to Future Self
Students write a letter to themselves, to be opened a year later — including how they feel now, a goal for the year,
and one prediction.

e.g. “Dear Future Me, right now I'm nervous about my exams, but | hope you've gotten better at managing your time.”

Skill: Personal voice and tone, reflective writing.

7. Persuasive Essay Writing — Persuade the Principal
Students pick something they genuinely want changed, then write a short persuasive letter to a real figure — with a
reason, an example, and a clear closing request.

e.g. “l am writing to request an extra 10 minutes of recess. Studies show physical activity helps students focus better.”



Skill: Persuasive structure, real-world application.

Quick Reference: All Topics Covered in the Full Guide

TOPIC ACTIVITIES

Idioms Idiom Charades ¢ Literal vs. Figurative Illustration « Mentor Text Compare & Contrast
Figurative Language Simile/Metaphor Swap Game ¢ Song Lyric Hunt

Imagery Blindfolded Taste/Smell Test « Sound-Only Story

Descriptive Writing Mystery Object Bag * Zoom-In Photo Challenge ¢ Observation Walk

Narrative Writing Storytelling Circle ¢ Story Cubes ¢ Two-Line Story Chain

Personal Letter Writing Letter to Future Self « Pen Pal Swap

Persuasive Essay Writing Debate-to-Essay Pipeline ¢ Persuade the Principal

Want the complete collection of prompts, lesson plans & worksheets?
“The Art of Teaching Creative Writing” by Priti Gala — amzn.in/d/ObwgzmTU
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